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To which f is Added, 


A few Hints propos'd to a Diſſeating Teacher, 
of the Preſbyterian Perſuaſion, lately ſettled in 
the Town of Denbigb, on the occaſion of the 
* of a . in that Town. 
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Stand yen . WAYS and ſee, and ask fi 4 old 
Paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, 
and ye ſhall find veſt to your Souls, Jer. 6. 16. 

— Be ready with all faithful Diligence to Baniſh 


all ftrange and erroneous Dodtrines, that are con- 


Ba to God's Word. Ordination Ga KC. 
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To a Proſelyte of the Church of Rome, touch 


ing the Danger of Living in that Cominunion. 


- 


Things neceſſary to Salvation are Taught; and nothing required 


X s you have been Seduced from-the Communion of the 
k Church of England, as by Law Eſtablithed, where all 
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as ſuch, but what is warranted by divine. Revelation; to be- 


come a Proſelyte of the Church of Rome, where both unne- 


ceſlarv and ſinful Terms of it are enjoyned ; as I conceive, Will 


in ſome Meaſure appear from the Sequel of this. Letter; 


That you may therefore perceive, what a wretched Choice : 


you then made, and what a dangerous Miſtake you have ever 
fince laboured under; I thought it my Duty to do you that 
friendly and. charitable Office of endeavouring to undeceive, 
and ſet you right in this important Affair, which no leſs than 
your.everlaſting Intereſt depends upon. „ 
Now in order to convince you of the danger of living in that 
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* Theſe concern the 7th Sacraments, Tranſubſtantiation, the Sac i- 
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Communion, all that I think proper to be offered to your: Cu 
ſideration, are theſe * two general Heads, wiz. -. | 


Y 


fice of the Maſs, Communion in one kind, Purgatory, Invocation of 


Saints, the religious uſe of Images, and Relicks, Indulgenses, vhe 


Supreme Authority of the Church and Pope of Rome, &c. 
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Firſt, That the additional Articles of Faith enjoyn A in the Churab 
'of Rome are unwarrantable Impoſitions, and ſo of no neceſſity to Sal- 


Dation, as having no foundation in Scripture, nor any Catholick Tra- 


. dition to Support them. . 


Secondly, That-ſeveral of theſe and other Injunctions of that Church 


are highly Pernicious and Deſtructive of it, as being direct iy contrary 
to God's revealed Mill. | —_—_ Wag 1 


rn 


Accordingly to prove theſe reſpectively in their Order, and 


to draw ſome proper Interences from them, ſhall be the Subject 
of the following Lines ; which if clearly made appear to be 


well grounded (as I truſt they will) muſt needs give you a'ters 


rible View of your Caſe with reſpect to your Eternal Salvation. 
Now ( Firſt ) That the additional Articles of Faith enſbyned in 


the Church of Rome, are unwarrantable Impoſitions, and ſo of no ne- 
- ceſſity to Salvation, is manifeſt, becauſe they have no foundation 


in Scripture, nor any Catholick Tradition to ſupport them; 


for they are neither commanded in any part ot'Holy Writ, nor 


- 


any where intimated, declared or determined therein; nor have 
you ſo much as one ſingle Precedent in the whole New Te- 


ſtament to fuppart them; nor laſtly are there any Foot-Steps 


or Traces of them to be found in Antiquity, at leaſt for the 
Three firſt Centuries; which as ſeveral of your on Writers 
have own'd, ſo none of them could ever yet Diſprove, as will 
appear, if you conſult the Books cited in the * Margin. And 


for the further Confirmation thereof, we have this additional 
Evidence, that they are not contain'd in any of the ancient 


Creeds, nor in any other Con eſſion of Faith, before tha: of 
Pope Pius the 4th, about 170 Years ſince: Which ſtrange Neg- 
lect or Om: ſſion cou d never be accounted for, had tne ſe been 


Primitive and Apoſtolical Doctrines; for can any body in rea- 


ſon believe, that all theſe ſeveral Ferms and Summaries of Faith 


 Ahould be defective in Poctr ines or Articles of it neceſſary to 


aA. 


Salvation? Or that theſe, inſtead of being clearly Taught by 
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the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, ſhould be for ſo many Ages 
conceal'd from the Faithful, or that there never was a compleat 
Rule of Faith, before that of the Council of Trent? And there- 
fore, as theſe manifeſt Abſurdities are otherwiſe unavoidable, 
it follows, that the Trent Articles are meer Innovations, wllich 


the Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians, ( whoſe Salvation n5 


body can reaſonably doubt of) never Taught or Believ d. 
Now if they were not then, neceſfary to Salvation, Which 


the deep ſilence of theſe holy and good Men whoſe Profeſſion 


it was to Preach the Goſpel, and declare the whole Will of God 
to Mankind, is a plain Indication of : It is unconceivable, how 
any humane Authority could ever ſince render them ſuch; for 
what is it to attempt this, but that heinous Sin of adding to 
God's revealed Will, which expoſes Men to all the * Plagues 
and Judgments recorded in holy Writ ? And what horrid Preſum p- 
tion muſt it be for any Man or number of Men to pretend to 
an Authority of preſcribing terms of Salvation, which is a- 
vowedly the Province of the Supreme Being? And what a 
flagrant Contempt is it of Divine Authority to ſet the deciſi- 
ons of fallible Men, upon the ſame Foot with the inſpired 
Writings ? Which yet the Ct urch of Rome manifeſtly does, by 
requiring the belief of theſe her additional Articles of Faith, un- 
der pain of Damnation. 

For that this is evidently the Caſe with reſpect to theſe Arti- 
cles, that they are meer humane Deciſions, unwarranted by the 
Word of God, and therefore unneceſſary to Salvation, may 


be further made appear from the known Practice even of the 


Church of Rome it ſelf, where all that is required in order to 


be entered into the Church by Baptiſm, and conſequently to 


be entitled to all the Rights and Priviledges of it, is only the. 
Profeſſion of the Apoſtles Creed, as appears by your own Ca- 
techiſm. Now if you may be admitted into the Church upon 
this profeſſion, it neceſſarily follows, that the ſame profeſſion 
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is ſufficient for your continuance in it. Accordingly the Nis 
eexe Creed, or rather the Conſtantinopolitan, which is but a bare 
Explanation ot that of the A poſtle s, is called even in the * | 
Council of Jrent, the principle wherein all Chriftians neceſſa- 
rily agree, and the great and only Foundation againſt which 
the Gates of Hell can never prevail; and moreover is the only 
Bapcilnial Creed uled in all the Eaſtern Churches to this very 
Day, as enjoy ned by two general Councils, * that of Epheſus 
and Chalcedon, the former whereof forbids all Additions to it 
under pain oi Depolition, or Excommunication. Ani ſince 
this conta ns all tne Articles of Belief, that were then thought 
necelſary to Salvation throughout the whole Chriſtian World; 
it is a clear and undeniable Conſequence, that what has been 
ſince added to it in the Trent Council cannot be ſo; otherwiſe 
the univerſal Church muſt have tailed in neceſſary points of 
Faith; which is an Abſurdity to groſs to be Maintain'd; and 
withal upon that Suppoſition it would be Sinful to diſ believe 
them, which nothing can be, but what is a breach of ſome 
Command either expreis'd or implied in Holy Writ : Now 
where is there ſuch a Command, or even a bare Precedent to . 
be found with reſpect to any one of theſe Points? And there- 
fore before you can make good the Charge ot Herely againft 
Us, you mult prove the neceſſity of theſe additional Articles 
3n order to Salvation, the 1eyerſe of which ( I conceive I may 
be allowed to ſay ) has been already ſufficiently evinced. | 
MM hence it appears how abſurd and unreaſonable it is to call 
your Communion the Catholick Church, out of which none can 
be Saved; tor how can your Church in any Senſe of the Word 
be ſtiled Catholicł, that, beſides it's being computed to be ſcarce 
the tenth part of the Chriſtian World, enjoyns thoſe Doctrines 
as neceſſary; Articles ot Faith, that all Chriſtians tor ſo many 
Ages, even the Church of Rome it ſeli, were utter Strangers 
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to Support them. 
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to; and conſequently, that it is equally abſurd to call your 


Profeſſion as diſtinguiſhed from that of Proteſtants, the Old 

and Catholick Religion, ſince theſe additional Articles are ſo far 
from being really. ſo, that they were not ſo much as heard of 
for ſeveral Hundred Years in any part of the Chriſtian Church; 
nor the carl eſt of them Eſtabliſh'd till the eighth Century, 
and others not till ſeveral Centuries after. Thus for inſtance, . 
the Worſhip of Images, and Invocation of Saints were firtt - 


Eſtabliſh'd in the Second NMicene Council Arno 787. Tranſub- 
ſtantiation and the Pope's Supremacy in the Fourth Lateran 
Council 1215. The Communion in one kind in the Council 
of Conſtance 1415. Purgatory in the Council of Florence 1438, 


and the reſt of them in that ot Trent, which Firſt met in the 
Lear 1545. | | 


Hence i likewiſe follows, that the Charge of Superſtition 


and Witl-Worlh'p is juſtly fixed upon your Church, which 
requires the Belief of theſe Articles as neceſſary to Salvation, 


where you have neither Command nor. Precedent. in Scripture - 


And yet this 1 5 not the Worſt, or the moſt Dangerous part 
of your Cale ; tor theſe Articles are not only unneceſſary to 


Salvation; bu as I proceed to prove in the Second place, ſe- 
= veral of them and other Injunctions of your Church are high- 
ly Pernicious and Deſtructive of it; tor tuch doubtleſs every 
| oP muſt. be allow'd to be, that is contrary to God's reveal d 

1 


Now to make good this Charge againſt your Church, out 


of the numerous Inſtances that might be produced in it's Sup- 
port, I {hall at prelent on:y lay before you a few of the moſt 
Flagrant and Notorious of this kind. And the Firſt of theſe 
I hall now remind you of, is her prohibiting the Laity to 
Read the Seriptures, in cate they are not Licenced for that 
. Purpoſe, in direct Oppoſition to that Precept of our Saviour, 
* Search the Scriptures, and that ot St. Paul, Let the Word of God 
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dmell in you richly, with his ſolemn Charge to the Theſſal. * That. 


his Epiſtle ſhould be read to all the holy Brethren ; which being 
thus maniceſtly enjoyn'd, the Fear of perverting them can be 
no better Plea for this Prohibition, than the Abuſe of our daily 
Suſtenance is for our Abſtaining from it. And what a horrid 
Contempt of the Authority and reflection upon the Wiſdom 
of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, muſt it be to forbid what is 
thus expreſsly Commanded by them? 
The Second is her enjoy ning the uſe of Images in Religious 
Morſbip and falling down before em or Worſhipping any Being by 
'em, as the Jrachites did by the Golden Calves, which is expreſ- 
fly forbidden in the Second Commandment ; for this evi- 
dently relates to the manner, as the firſt does to the Object 
of divine Worſhip. And doubtleſs what is thus abſolute- 
ly forbidden, cannot be unlawful only in a certain reſpech; 


So that a bare relative Worſhip of them is prohibited, as 


appears from the Inftance now mention'd : And accordingly 
we find this practice condemn'd in the Council of Eliberi, 
and ſeveral others at Conſtantinople, Francfort, &c. 
The third Inſtance of this ſort is the Communion in one kind 
which contradicts the expreſs words of the Inſtitution. * 
. drink ye all f it, and St. Paul's Injunction, that every Chriſtian 
alter due examination ſhould eat of that Bread, and drink of that 
« Cup, as is confeſſed by the very Council that firſt enjoy n d it; 
which clearly diſproves your pretence, that the Apoſtles and 
«their Succeſſors are the on 
the Inſtitut ion. N 


For if our Saviour's Command, * Do this in remembrance of 


me, does not concern the Laity, this abſurdity will unavoida- 
bly follow, that they are not oblig'd to communicate in either 
kind. Nor is your plea of Concomitancy any better ground- 


.ed, viz. that the Blood is in the Body and therefore by re- 
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ceiving that, you receive both; for beſides that it does not 
inſwer the end of the Inſtitution, which is the repreſenting 
and ſetting forth the Death of Chriſt, and the Effuſion of his 
Blood; if this was to be admmitted, it wou'd follow that the 
Prieſts are no more obliged to receive the Cup by Vertue of 
this Command, than the Laity. „ 

And therefore two of your own * Popes in the Fifth Cen- 
tury viz. Leo the Firſt and Gelaſius have Condemn'd this 
practice as being then the peculiar Mark and Badge of the 


 Faanichean Hereticks. 


So groundlefs a pretence is it to ſay, that this isan Indiffe- 
rent matter; for if the Cup be not neceſſary ; how comes our 
Saviour and St. Paul to enjoyn 1t-? If it be, how can your 


Church preſume to diſpute with a Divine Command? Eſpeci- 


ally ſince, if any part of the Inſtitution be more neceſſary. than 
another, this ſeems to be ſo ; for as much as it repreſents his 
Blood, to which remiſſion of Sins is in Scripture oftner aſcrib- 
ed, than to his Body; And if it be neceſſary as a Sacrifice ; 
why not equally ſo as a Sacrament ? For as it confeſſedly 
conſiſts of two diſtinct parts, ſo the end of it cannot be an- 
ſwered but by the ſeperate uſe of them; as has been alrea- 
dy obſerv'd. As for thoſe paſſages in the Acts about eating 
bread ſrom houſe to houſe &c. they are evidently to be under- 
ſtood by aSynecdoche (a common Figure or form of Speech) 
of both Eating and Drinking, as appears from other parallel 
Places, as Gen. XXXt v. 54. Jaiab IViii. v. 7. Lule. xiv. v. 1. 


Such Inſtance in the fourth place is Publick Prayer in an un- 


known Tongue, which the People cannot poſſibly joyn in, 


(tho' it be the main end of all religious Aſſemblies) and 
therefore expreſsly condemned by St. Paul 1 Cr. Xiv, as ap- 


pears from the whole Scope and Tenor of that Chapter; as 
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Alſo forbidding the Clergy to Marry in Oppoſition to St. pg als 5 
* expreſs declaration, & that marriage is honourable in all, and the con- 
trary the Doctrine of Devils; and to that direction 'of his that 
Biſhops. and Deacons ſhould be the Fusbands: f cue Wife, and ac- 
cordingly St. Peter, St. Philip, and ſeveral Biſhops of the Pri- 
mitive Church were Married Men, and Cælibacy was not en- 
joyned any of them for at leaſt the three firſt Centuries. And 
it their being Married before Ordination did not unqualify 
them for the Miniſtry ; by parity. of reaſon their Marrying 
afterwards could not do ſo. And there fore your Church can 
have no other View in this prohibition, than to keep the Cle- 
rgy more firmly attach d to her Intereſt, and leſs dependent on 
the civik Powers. 

To theſe in the 5th place let me add another Inſtance of 
this kind, and that is the Inwocatien of Saints, in Oppoſition 
to that noted paſſage of our bleſſed Saviour; thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy God, and bim only ſhalt thou ſerve, together with = 
firſt Commandment, the plain import whereof is, that we 
mould make God the {ole Object of divine Worſhip, now Prayer. 
is confeſſedly an Act of Divine Worſhip, and therefore not to be 
paid to any Creature without Idolatry, all Acts of this kind paid 
to any other Being but God being equally forbidden, as the Sacti- 
fices under the Law were; which, tho”-but relatively offered to 
Creatures would doubtleſs have been unlaw ful and Idolatrous, and 
what is no leſs an Inſtance of Idolatry by praying to Saints at 
ſo great a diſtance, as they are ſuppoſed to be from us, you aſ- 
cribe to em Ommiſcience and Omnipreſence; (which are 
ſome of the incommunicable Attributes of the Supreme, Be- 
ing ) without which 1t is unconceivable, how they can poſ- 
bly hear ſuch an infinite number of Supplicants praying 
to them at the ſame time in ſo many different places, with the 
Thoughts and Affection of their Hearts? for all this is requi- 
* to make em Roper Objects of Prayer and Invocation, as 
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being without this Knowledge no more capable of it, than & 
blind Man is of diſcerning Colours, or a deat Man of hearing 


Sounds. 


As for that pretence of their having it by the Glaſs of the : 


Trinity, or by divine Revelation, it is no more than the 
meer Conjectures of fallible Men, which, as they are deſtitute 


of any foundation either in Scripture or Antiquity, ſo their . 
bare diſagreeing among themſelves i is ſufficient Argument to 


convince you, how precarious and uncertain they are. And 


accordingly we find this practice virtually condemn d in the 


Council of Laodicea. 


And as Tranſubſtantiation is one of the principal Articles 


enjoyn'd by your Church, let me laſtly, remind you, that it is 


directly contrary to ſeveral clear Paſſages. of Holy Writ; 
which, as the Senſe of the Words, which you found this : 


ſtrange Doctrine upon, cannot poſſibly be reconciled with, ſo 


it is equally impoſſi ble to Collect it from them. For that 
expreſſion * This is my Body can denote no more than a Siga 


or Memorial of it, as appears not only from other parallel Paſ- 


ſages, where the Paſchal Lamb is callꝰd the Paſſover, and our 


wy 


Saviour calls himſelf. the Vine, the Door, Oc. but allo. from. > 


3 Words immediately following, Do this in remembranee of 
; for a Memorial always implies the Abſence of what is 


eee by it. Nor can it in any wiſe be underſtood 5 
of his real Body either in its Corruptible or Incorruptible State; 


not the former, for ſuch it confeſſedly cannot be, ſince his 


Reſurrection and Aſcenſion into. Heaven; not the latter, for 
10 it cannot be broken, nor be a true: and proper propitiatory 
Sacrifice, Which always conſiſted in the- Death. of the thing 


Sacrificed. But ſuppoſe theſe - Words ſhould be taken in the : 


literal Senſe, yet as this wou'd. be the manifeſt import ot 


them, that the Bread, which our Saviour then Spoke of, was . 
his Body; and as nothing can be chang'd into what it was be- 


fore; ; they __ N inconſiſtent with that eee ah the 
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Elements, which the Doctrine of Tranſicbſtantiation ſuppoſes, 
according to the Confeſſion of ſeveral of your own Writers. 
And ſince to change one thing into another, (as ſuppoſe 
Water into Wine) is the ſame as to make one thing out of 
archer, it this Doctrine was to be admitted, it would unavoid- 
ably tollow, that our Saviour has a-Body made out of the ſub- 
{rance of Bread, as well as that which he aſſumed of the ſub- 
itance of the Virgin Aary. And to Solve thele inconſiſtences 
by calling this a Miracle, muſt be equally abſurd and unrea- 
ſonable; for we Read of no Miracles in Scripture, but what 
were the objects of our Senſes, whereas this contradicts moſt 
of them; tho? the great Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, 
Our Sayiour's Reſurrection, has no other Evidence to ſupport . 
it, nor can you pretend to argue from Scripture without a re- 
gard to it. To omit other numberleſs Abſurdities this Do- 
| ctrine is attended with, as that our Saviour held his Whole Bo- 
dy in his Hand, was Eaten by his Diſciples, when he Sat with 
them at the Table; that his Body may be lock d. up in a Box, 
and yet be in Ten Thouſand Places at the ſame Time, be Poy- 
ſon d, Eaten up by Rats, c. Now ſince you have thus the 
cleareſt and moſt irrefragable Proofs to convince you, how Falſe 
and Erroneous this great Principle of your Church is, what a 
fagrant inſtance of Idolatry muit it be to Worſhip the Hoſt 
in perſnance of it. 3 
Theſe and Sundry other Inſtances of this kind, which 
might and have been often produced in proof of this head ; 
as a. the Sacrifice of the Maſs b. Purgatory c. the Adoration of the 
Ht Ce. that are evidently contradictory to Scripture, clear- 
ly diſprove that groundleſs pretence of your Church's infalli- 
bity which you are ſo much divided about the proper Seat 
of; for how can that Church be infallible, that has thus ac- 
tpally and dangerously erred; for ſuch Errors undoubtedly 
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muſt all thoſe Doctrines and Practices by that are in conſi- 
{tant with that great Rule and Standard of our Duty, the re- 
vealed will of God. And this by the by is a plain Indication 
how dangerbus it is to pay an implicit Faith to any humane 
decrees or determinations whatſoever; eſpecially when we have 
clear Scripture evidence againſt them. 

Now fince it thus appears, that we cannot Communicate 
with the Church of Rome, without acting againſt God's re- 
veal'd Will, it evidently follows, that it can be no Schiſm in 
us to Separate from her, but the Guilt of it muſt lie at her 
own Door, that enjoyns "theſe finful Terms-of Communion. | 

On the other hand, ſince you are not required as a lay Com- 
municant in our Church, to declare your ſelf on any of the 
controverted Points, but only to profeſs the common Rules of 
Chriſtianity, which both we and you are Agree'd in; it's plain 
you may lawfully join in Communion with us (tho you can- 
not with your own Church for the Reaſons above- mention d) 
and conſequently you are in Duty oblig d to it, upon a double 
Account, both as you would not live in a Communion, that 
you can t lawfully join with, and wou'd avoid a cauſeleſs Se- 
paration from à true Church, which is the heinous Sin of 
Schiſm. 

For ſuch every Church muſt be 4 to be, that is Eſta- 
bliſh'd upon the belief of what we are plainly Taught in ko- 
ly Writ, and wherein God is Worſhipped, and the Sacraments 
Adminifter d, as we are there directed; and whoſe Miniſters 
are duly and regularly Commiſſioned; which is maniteſtly the 
Caſe of Ours: And accordingly it is Notorious, that it has 
been the common Prattice of Perſons of your Communion to 
repair to our Churches and join in our Liturgy, during the firſt 
Ten Years of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, * which Two of your 
Popes ſucceſſively offered to Confirm, provided ſhe won'd but 
9 their __ me Author; ; ſo that you have ſtill © 
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nothing to Alledge oſt it, but that groundleſs pretence of 
the Popes Supremacy, that has no foundation in Scripture and was 
Condemn d, as by the 4/atick, African, and Greek Churches, ſo 
* by: ſeveral General Councils, and by the greateſt part of tlie 
Chriſtian World in all Ages; nay even by one of your own. - 
Popes, viz. Gregory the Firſt, in the Caſe of John Patriarch of 
Gonftantmople's aſſuming the Title of Occumenical or Univerſal 
Biſhop, as has been undeniably prov'd, not only by Dr. Barrow 
and other Proteſtant Writers, but by ſeveral of the moſt Learn- 
edand Eminent of your .ownCommunion, as Du Pin, Launey, &c. 

And ihou'd you not in all Reaſon take the ſafeſt Side for the 
promoting ſo vaſt a Concern as your everlaſting Salvation? No-] , 
is it not incomparably ſafer to Live in a ſound, Orthodox and 
Primitive Church, that requires nothing of you as neceſſary ts. 
Salvation, but what is Warranted by the Word of God, than 
to be of a Church. miſerably Marred and Corrupted with a 
dangerous Errors and Innovations? 

To inſtance in ſome. few. of- them, is it not much ſafer to . 
Worſhip God,  whg-is a Spirit, according to his expreſs Com- 
mand, without Images. or 8 Repreſentations? To pray 
to him in a known Tongue, which is the only way of Praying. 
with the Underſtanding? To invocate him only, and not Saints 
and Angels, who as they are Creatures, are incapable of hearing 
our. Petitions, and knowing the Thoughts and Intentions of 
our Hearts? To forbear the Adoration of the Hoſt, which at 
the: beſt you cannot do, without running a manifeſt Risk of 
heing guilty of Idolatry ? And to receive the Communion in 
both Kinds, or a compleat Sacrament rather than one halt of 
it ? 

In a Word, is it not much ſafer to believe the Holy Scri 
ture as our intallible Rule, than the Infallibility ot your Churc 
which has been proved to have notorioully Erred ? And our 
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Creeds, which are founded upon Divine Revelation, fas 


ther than the additional Articles of that and Pope Pius, which 
thus evidently appear to be not only unwarranted by the Word 


of God, but ſeveral of them directly contrary to it. 


Upon the whole, ſince God's reveal'd Will is the great Rule 


and Standard, whereby we are to Live here, and to be for 


ever Acquitted or Condemned hereafter; it muſt highly con- 


cern us all to endeavour both to Believe and Act in conformity 


to it, which how utterly inconſiſtent it is with what is requir- 
ed of you in the Church of Rome, has been in ſome Meaſure © - 
already Proved ;. and therefore I ſhall only Add, that I am, 
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Your's AﬀeRtionately, - 
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A few Hints propoſed to a Diſſenting 
Teacher of the Preſbyterian Perſuaſion, lately 
Settled in the Town of Denbjgh, 


1 5 
As your View in coming over hither in the Capacity of 
; a Diſſenting Teacher, muſt be to keep up the Separation 
made by Perſons of your own Party in this Town : It may 
be reaſonably expected, that you ſhould be able to vindicate 
your Conduct therein; which ſince you can no otherwiſe do, 
than by maintaining the legality of your Miſſion, and diſprov- 
ing the charge of Schiſm exhibited againſt you and other Sepaxat- 
iſts from the Eſtahli ſſ'd Church, in order to give you an Op- 
portunity of doing this I thought proper to Propoſe to you 
by way of Specimen a few Arguments upon theſe Two Heads, 
that it may appear what you have to offer in Juſtification of 
the Cayſe you are Engig d in, and what returns can be made 
to the ſeveral weighty Objections it is liable to. 
Firſt, then, As to the legality of your Miſſion, ſinee it is 
founded on the ſuppoſed parity of Biſhops and Presbyters, let 
me in diſpraof of it offer to your Conſideration, the follow- 
ins Reaſons, which appear to me to be ſupported by a clear 
. and convincing Evidence. | | 
iſt, The Apoſtles were ſuperior to Presbyters, as appears in 
Holy Writ, & from their being inveſted with the Power of 
_  » Oxdaining and Governing of them, and their delegating the 
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ame Power to other particular Perſons; which that it was 
not a temporary Office confined to the Apoſtolick Age, is e- 
qually apparent as from our Saviour's Promiſe of being with his 
Apoſtles to the end of the World, ſo from the Account we have 
of their Succeſſors in Church Hiſtory, Now that thoſe parti- 
- cular Perſons ſince diftinguiſh'd by the Name of Biſhops are 
che only Order of Men, to whom the Apoſtles delegated this Pow 
er, is inconteſtably evident fromithe unanimous voice and ſuffrage 
of Antiquity: : Nor can any other rational Account be given 
. why they were anciently call'd Apoftles, the Apoſtle's Succeſ- 
ſors, the Off-ſpring of the Apoſtolick ſeed, &c. as is proved 
at large by Mr. Bingham. in his Antiquities of the Chriſtian. 
Church. And fince this Succeſſion of ſingle Perſons in that 
ordinary part of Apoſtolick Offier the Government of tlie 
Church, thus appears to be an undoubted matter of Fact; tis 
manifeſt, the Apoſtles extraordinary Endowments and Uuſet- 
tledneſs, as being purely accidental to their Office, cannot be an 
objection of any weight againſt it, otherwiſe it would equally. 
overthrow all the Church Powers; for they were Perſons thus 
Gifted and Unſettled, that at firſt Exerciſed every one of them. 
Whence it neceſſarily follows, that they muſt of courſe be Su- 
perior to Presbyters, that thus ſucceeded the Apoſtles in their 
Rule and Authority over them. Bos, | 7 
- 2dly, Either that Order of Men thus difſtinguiſh'd by the 
Name of Biſhops, was originally ſuperior to Presbyters, or 
there muſt have been a change ſince made in the Government 
of the Church; for this confeſſedly was in the Age immedi- 
ately ſucceeding that of the Apoſtles, all the Chriftian World 
over Epiſcopal. Now to ſuppoſe ſuch a change of Church 
Government is highly abſurd and unreaſonable, as having no 
Foundation to ſupport it; becauſe there is not the leaſt Hint, 
Or intimation of it either in Scripture, Primitive Antiquity, 
or Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory : Nor can any rational”Ae:ount E 
aflign'd of this ſtrange neglect or omiſſion of Authors for {a 
many Centuries in relating a matter of ſo publick a Nature, 
and ſo great an Importance, had they any juſt Grounds to 
„ | : E found 
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found it. 1 upon: Beſides the moral impoſſibility of . Fatt 
which imparts, that all the Chriſtians of one of the beſt an 

ureſt Ages ſhould unanimouſly conſpire together to alter the 
| 3 and Apoſtolick Conſtitution, * b it on wi 
out any Oppoſition made againſt it, or the leaſt Diſtur 
S thereby, when we know what Broils and 3 
ons they had about Matters of far leſs Weight and Moment. 
And therefore the confequence | is undeniable, that they were | 
always two diſtinct Orders. 
zZaly, If every Presbyter promoted to the Epiſcopal Office 
was always Ordain'd. for- that End: Then thoſe Perſons that 
are Inveſted with i it, muſt neceſſarily be ſar. rior to Presby- 
ters; for it was boch needleſs and unlawful (as prohibited by, 
ſeveral of the ancient Canons) to Re-ordain any to an Office 
they had been legally Inveſted with before. Now that thus 
to Ordain a Presbyter in order to be promoted to the Epiſco- 
pal Office, was the common Practice of the Chur all Ages, 
is undeniable ; for we have ( beſides a parall 1 In ſtance in the 
Apoſtles two fold Miſſion. or Ordination ) the tame Evidence, 
for it, * that we have for any Deacon's being Ordain'd a Pref. 
byter, which no body ever yet called in Queſtion. Whence 
it unayoidably follo xs, that : they were always two diſtinct Of. 
fices. 
And fo far is the Promiſcuous uſe of the Words, denoting ; 
Biſhops and Presbyters in Scripture from proving the contrary x . 
that it is allow'd, no conſequence will lie from the Community. 
of Names to the identity or ſameneis of Offices. But admit. 
the Office as well as the Name of thele Scripture Biſhops was 
common to Presbyters, or that they were both of one and the. 
_ fame Order; yet would this Conceſſion ſerve you in no ftead 
for as the Apoſtles and Others whom they delegated to Or- 
dain and Govern theſe, were confeſſedly of an Office ſuperior, 

to them; ſo their Suc os, who were ſince Diſtinguiſhed, 
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by the Name $f Biſhops, muſt of courſe be equally ſo, as bes 
ing the only Perſons that can be proved to have theſe Powers 
committed to them, EI TE | 
Much leſs will it avail you to Aﬀert, that our Biſhops are a 
diſtinct Species from. thoſe of the Primitive Church; for as 
the temporal Advantages they enjoy by the favour of our Prin- 
cas, are. purely accidental to their Office, they cannot make an 
eſſential ditference between them. Nay ſhould we ſuppoſe a 
Primitive Brſhop to be no more than.a Miniſter of a ſingle Con- 
gregation, which can never be granted, becauſe the Reverſa 
of it has been often unan{werably Proved, ( and the Church 
of Jeruſalem it ſelf is a mani feſt. Confutation of it, as neceſſa - 
rily conſiſting of ſeveral Congregations under one Biſhop) yer 
would this by no means ſupport your Aſſertion; for it is net 
the number of Souls committed to his Charge, but the Rights 
and Powers veſted in him, that conſtitute a Biſhop a.diſtintÞ . 
Order in the Chur clk. 1 . 
To conclude, ſinee every true and lawful Miſſion muſt by. 
your on Conteſſion be derived from the Apoſtles ; and the 
Epiſcopal is. the only one, that can be Proved ta. be derived 
from them; it is an undeniable inference, that no other can 
be allowed to be ſuch. And as the power of Commiſſioning 
Minifters is founded upon our Saviours Inſt itution, it is un- 
conceiyable how it. can be convey'd in other Method, than 
that which he by his Apoſtles has preſcribed for it. And 
ſince this Divine Inſtitution is general and unlimited, and con- 
tain's nothing in its Nature, that requires it to be confined to 
any particular Time or Place, it muſt of. Courſe be Perpetual. - 
and Unalterable, notwithſtanding what a late injudicious Wri-. - 
ter of our own Communion has advanced againſt it. Laſtly, , 
ſince. a Church in the moit proper Acceptation ot ĩt denotes a a 
Society of Men believing the Dodtrines, and obſerving the In-. - 
ſticutions of the Chriſtian Religion, one whereor is that of Or- 
daining Miniſters, which cannot be oblerved upon the foot of: 
Scripture as interpreted by the Senſe and Prattice of the uni-. 
yerlal Church tor Fiftcen Hundred Years but by Epiſcopal Or- 
. „ dinations, 
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dinations, it ſeems to me to be a Conſtquenee equally clear 
and neceſſary, that in this Senſe theſe muſt be Eſſential to it. 
And tho' neceſſity may diſpenſe with poſitive Inſtitutions, 
which the Foreign reformed Churches have pleaded for their 
- irregular, Ordinations ; yet this crnnot be ſo much as pretend- 
ed to in your Cale : And therefore, whatever Allowances may 
be made in their Favour, your Condition will be equally dane 
gerous notwithitanding. | | . 
Baut after all, ſuppoſe. you ſhould be able to maintain the le- 
gality of your Miſſion, notwithſtanding theſe and other ſolid 
Arguments, which might and have been often urged in diſ- 
proof of this pretended parity of Miniſters, that you found 
it upon; yet as the Charge of Schiſm will ill hold out againſt. 
vou, I beg leave to offer in its ſupport a few Hints, that ſeem 
to me to prove it with the ſame clear and convincing Evidence, 
that has been produced againſt you under the firſt Head. 
It is a Maxim univerſally received, that excepting Caſes of 
Neceſſity, we are all obliged as Chriſtians to hold external 
Communion with ſome part or other of Chriſt's Church, and 
that nothing will juſtify Separation from any true part of it, 
but finful Terms, or unwarrantable Impoſitions required there- 
in, either in reſpect of Doctrine, Worthip, or Miniſtry. Now- 
as the Eftabliſh'd Church cannot be charged with deficiency- 
in any point of Doctrine or Practice neceſſary to Salvation; ſo 
it cannot be denied, but that all the Articles of her Faith are 
founded upon God's reveal'd Will, all the eſſential parts of her 
Worſhip are preſcribed therein, and her Miniſters duly and re- 
gularly Comniiſſioned upon the Model of the ſame un-erring 
Rule; and conſequently that it is a true and ſound part of 
Chriſt's Church. 1 Ee, 
And tho' the Modes and Circumſtances of -her Worſhip are 
not determined in Scripture, befides that this is the Caſe of all 
other Churches; ſhe is ſuitic'ently Juſt'tied in the uſe and ap- 
Paintment of theſe by Vertue of thoſe general Rules of Decen- 
cy and Order, Peace and Edification enjoined therein; which, 
& the ends of them cannot be anſwered without _— a 
+ be „ „„ lations 
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ons of this Kind; fo they neceſſarily imply an Authority | 
veſted in our lawful Governors for that purpoſe : In.confirma. 
tion whereof we have the deelared Judgment and Practice of 
the univerſal Church in all Ages; and particularly the. publick 
Confeſſions and practice of all the foreign reformed Churches, 
nay even the Practice of your own Party with reſpett to the 
Directory, the naming and afperſion in Baptiſm, ccc. 
And accordingly not only the moſt eminent Members of 
_ theſe Churches, but the moſt Conſiderable and Learned of your 
own Writers have under their Hands publickly declared, that 
as theſe Properties of a true Churchy juſtly belong to her: 80 
the enjoin's nothing in order to Lay Commnnion, that is a 
breach of any one Command in Holy Writ ; nay the moſt ju- 
dieious and ableſt Advocates of your Cauſe ſtilt allow it; fo 
that we may juſtly Challenge any one of you to produce one 
ſingle Inſtance to the contrary, that will bear the Teſt ot a fair 
Examination, Which being maniteſtly the Caſe, it is a clear 
and neceflary Confequenee, that your People cannot Separate 
from her without incurring the guilt of Schiſm. For ſuch con- 
feſſedly every Separation from a true Church is, that enjoin's 
no ſinful terms of Communion : And what a flagrant Sin it is, 
I need not remind you of, ſince none that has any regard to 
Scripture. or Antiquity can make the teaſt doubt of it. 
No ſince it js thus Sinful in your People to Separate from 
us, you that Promote it, muſt unavoidably partake of the 
Guilt and thereby involve your ſelf in the Puniſhment, And 
ſince the terms of Lay Commnnion enjoyned in oùr Church are 
thus avowedly Lawful, which the Occaſional Conformity pra- 
ctiſed by them, and approved by your ſelf, is a farther Indica- 
tion of: It's certain and evident beyond all diſpute, that Con- 
ſcience, (which is but the Judgment we paſs upon the Morali- 
ty of our Actions) cannot be allow'd as a Plea for Separation 
26: wh Caſe ; and conſequently it muſt be reſdlved either into 
Pride or Vncharitableneſs, Prejudice, or Views of Temporal In- 
tereſt ; or ſuch like ill Principles, which as they can never 
j uſtißje their Schiſm 10 * Encouraging them therein —_ , 
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be ating a part, that you can neyer anſwer to Ood and your, 
- Conſcience, 

Moreover, as it is evidently. your Duty to. olle aſter Peace, 
and to bear with lefs coaſiderable Grievances for the take 07 it 
even in private Caſes, * much more for promoting ſo general 
2 Good, as the publick Peace and Unity of the Chureh, (up- 
on which the weltare and intereſt of the State in a great men- 
ſure depends) it concerns you ſeriouſly to conſid er, how your - 
Practice ot Abetting and promoting this Separat on can poſſi- 
bly be reconciled with it; * beſides the Obedience we owe to 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, which the Act of To- 
leration { tho?. it exempts you from the civil Penalties) was 
never defign'd to diſpenſe with. 

What then can be offered in faveur of. this Separation, that 
wall juſtity your being Engaged in it. 

Firſt, Is it the pretence of better Edification, ſtricter Dif. - 
cipline, or a purer Worthip ?. This is a Plea, which (tho' con- 
{ijencly Aſſerted) could never yet be made out. But ſuppoſe 
you had a better Foundation tõ ſupport it; yet would it ſerve | 
you in no ſtead, for this plain, Reaſon, that no pretenee of got © 
Ends can jultity a ſinful Action, as diſobedience to Governors, : 
cguſing Diviſions prejudicial to Church and State, ſetting up 
_ Publick Aſſemblies againft the legal Eſtabliikment, and exer- - 

5 the Miniſterial Office without Authority, malt be allow- | 
to be. | 
2dly, Is it the enjoining a y innacent. Rites nag Ceremo- 

nies neither commanded nor prohibited in Seripture; and 
which are ſo far from being impoſed upon us, as parts of Re- 
ligion, that they are only meer Circuniſtances of it, indifferent 
in themſelves, and alterable by the ſame Authority that frit-: 
enjoine them; it cannot be denied but ſome Ot ſervances of 
this kind muſt necelſiarily be determined to anſwer the Ends os + 
Decency and Order ; and ſince theſe are confeſfeuly Law ful! in 
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ckbmſelves 3 it is inconceivable, how their being enjoin'd by. 


Per ſons veſted with Authority can render them otherwiſe, 
As being the only proper ſubjeck Matter it can be exerciſed 
upon: Por what is corfimanded in Seripture muſt be obey d, 


though they ſhoutd not command but ſorbid it: And what is 


tocbidden therein muſt be avoided, tho' they ſhould command 


it; ſo that if they have any Legiſlative Authority at all, it muſk + 


extend to theft Things ; but if they have not, why. are we 


commandedt to Ohey them, or. how can the ends of Govern- 


* 
* 


. 
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ment be obtain'd or .# regular Society. be conetived without 


ite? And ſince our Saviour has founded the. Chr:ſtian Church, 


3 


doybtleſs for him to have left it without this Power of provide . 
ing for its common. Weltare and Intereſt; by proper Regulati- - 
ons in matters of Prudence and. Diferetion, as thele are, would 
have been a procedure highly unworthy of its Divine Founder. 

Laſtly, Is it that we have the Publick forms of Divine Wore 


ſhip prefc1ib/d for us? For the Lawfulnels of: thele we have 

the declired Judgment and. Practice of the, Fewyh and Chriſti- - 

an Church in all 27 K and the expediency ot them for pre- 
J 


venting Slips and Miſcarriages, and ſo for the better perior- - 
mance of this Duty by both Clergy and. Laity, is a matter 


t09, evident to be called in Queſtion, : However, this beyond 


Diſpute, is a Method. vaſtly preterable to that of making the 
Pedplè entirely depend upon your extempore Conceptions, which 


is ſuch a ſtretch of Church Power, as even the. Papiſts. tham- 


ſelyes durſt never yet lay Claim to. 


And accordingly I dare ſay, was out, Liturgy but duly Com- 


* 


pared with the performances of the generatity of your Bre- 


thren, no unprejudiced Perſon would be at a loſs to determine, 


which of them to give the Preference to; and: herein Lam the 
rather Confirmed, becauſe we have Authority. ot the moſt 
Learned and eminent Dtvaines, Abroad as well as at Home, pro- 


nouncing, it to he the. moſt excellent Liturgy in the WH¹ole 


Chriſtian World. | z 
Upon the whole, I conceive, it may be fairly concluded, 


that if Separation may be W upon your. Principles, there 
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is not 3 Church in the World that can be lawfully Commuz 
nfcated with; and conſequently all Obligations to Unity and 


— Communion muſt ceaſe, and be af no further Force nor Va- 


lidity, which can never be allow'd as long as the Texts that 


enjoins them remain in the ſacred Pages, 1 Cor. 1. 10, 12. 
Eph. 4. 3. Phil. 3. 16. 2 ny 

But tor all that, admit it had ſome few Defects and Imper- 
ſections; yet are theſe by na means a juſt cauſe of Separa- 
tion, as being no more than the common Cale of all, even 


the moſt accurate humane Performances, 


on of Uſurping a ſacted” Office you were never lagally inveſt- 


As you would not therefore be liable to the vile Imputati- 


ed with, and the uncommon guilt. of being the Promoter of 


the _ Sin of Sch; (I truſt) you'll in Juſtice to your 


Character, and the Profeſſion you are of, hold your Selt ab- 
liged to return an Anſiver to this heavy Charge, leſt being Si- 


lent, when thus called upon to juſtifie yaur Conduct, you 


ſnduld ſeem to be Self condemned and ta pive up the Cauſe 


you Profeſs to Maintain, and thereby tacit 
(as in Fact and Reality it is) Indefenſible. But tho' I ſhould 


ſtrance againſt it. 


y Acknowledge it 


fall ſhort of being gratified in this Particular; yet, fince I am 


Apprized of your being determined to Propagate your Schiſm 
in this Town, it will be ſame Comfort to Me, that Ive en- 


deavour'd to diſcharge my Part by drawing up this Remon- 


For Authorities and farther Satisfaction, I refer you ta a 
former Letter Wrote upon the ſame Subject, Entitled, A /hort 


View of the Controverſy, Me. and ſhall only Add, that I am 


. 10 AP 66 . 
Vour's Affectionately. 
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Or. Jones, 
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